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Prayer that Opens Doors and Makes Chains Fall Off 

 

“Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 

were listening. 26 Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its 

foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off!” - Acts 

16:25 

 

As Paul and Silas were able to see a result to their prayers and praising, I believe prayer is a very useful 

tool given to us by Jesus in order to see changes happening, especially when we don’t see a clear way to 

address the challenges we have to face in our personal life as well as in our life as a community of faith. 

 

I am a firm believer in the power of prayer. I believe prayer DOES change things. I have been able to 

experience it throughout my life and 34 years in ministry. Prayer vigils, spiritual warfare, fasting, praising 

and praying are a lethal combination to overcome the devil’s plots to destroy our families, our churches, 

our ministry, our marriage. 

 

I have been able to see miracles happening as a result of prayer. I was appointed to a declining Church in 

1992, a church of 80 worshipping in a 500-seat sanctuary. We came together with a strategy of prayer 

and door-to-door evangelism. We did prayer walks around the community. We anointed with oil the 

pulpits, the pews, the doors and windows of the church. We asked for answers and for transformation 

and the Lord answered all those prayers in a powerful way beyond our comprehension. The 80 became 

120, the 120 turned to 200, the 200 grew to 450, and the 450 to 900. We were able to hear wonderful 

testimonies of people saying they were attracted to the church by “an irresistible force”. 

 

Prayer and Evangelism work together. If you really care for the salvation and transformation of a human 

being, you will need to become a warrior to claim the life of that person in prayer. Prayer destroys 

obstacles. Prayer knocks down the strongholds of human reasoning. Prayer overcomes the power of false 

arguments. Prayer solves conflicts and makes people renounce their weapons of animosity, arrogance 

and revenge. Prayer guides us to the obedience of Christ. 

 



“We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do. 4 We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly 

weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments. 5 

We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We capture their 

rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ” - 2 Corinthians 13:3-5 

 

In the same fashion, Prayer is one of the keys to Transformation and Health in the life of our 

congregations. If there is resistance to change, if there are preconceived ideas of doing ministry which are 

not pertinent anymore and people not willing to get rid of those, we need to come to God in prayer. If 

there are financial difficulties, if we are lacking understanding of new ways to affect our communities 

with the power of Christ, we need to spend more time in prayer as a Church as well as ministers and lay 

leaders. 

 

We, the ones who have been called to be servants of the Lord, need to take care of our souls by practicing 

spiritual disciplines. We are so busy that sometimes we forget to pray for our ministry and the people 

whom we are ministering. Every Sunday our people are looking to our face trying to find that “radiant 

glow” that was on Moses face after he personally met with the God of Israel. 

 

Mr. Wesley was a very busy man. Probably much more than many of us! He said: “I have so much to do 

that I spend several hours in prayer before I am able to do it”. In order to be better preachers, prophets, 

teachers, administrators and keepers of the Church’s order, we need to be more often and more 

intensively in the presence of the only One who can give us the wisdom, the strength and the power to be 

effective in the fulfillment of this holy task. 

 

About three years after I was appointed to the Church I was talking about before, I was absolutely 

exhausted and burned. In a supernatural way I got an invitation with paid travel expenses to spend a 

week at the Toronto Vineyard Church. I saw there a number of “weird” and very troubling things. But 

what I can testify of is about the night John Arnott asked for someone who was visiting from Cuba (more 

than 5,000 were attending the service that night and more than 50 countries were represented). As 

Maggie and I came to the platform and Pastor Arnott started praying for us, we both fell at the same time 

to the ground and something extraordinary happened. I felt the sweet voice of the Holy Spirit saying to 

me: “You say that you have worked so much for me that you have had very little time for personal prayer. 

I don’t want your work. I want your friendship”.  

 

Those words continue resounding in my ears after 17 years, and as a District Superintendent I’m 

absolutely aware that I would not be the best DS I can be if I don’t spend time with God, hearing God’s 

voice and asking for answers regarding the issues I’m dealing with through the District. As I’m 

experiencing my first “appointment season”, I’m absolutely convinced that I need to surround this whole 

process with prayer for the pastors and the churches, for the ones who will leave us and for the ones who 

will come to serve our churches. We need spiritual discernment to do this right! 

 

My exhortation to all of you, pastors, lay leaders and members of our congregations, is to increase our 

awareness of the importance of prayer in the life of our churches and to practice the kind of prayer that 

opens doors for ministry in our communities and make the chains that are preventing us from being 

effective communities of faith fall off our hands and feet. Our prayers can cause earthquakes and produce 



liberation from slavery and imprisonment. We were made free by the blood of Jesus, free to worship, free 

to bear fruit, free to bring people to Christ, to make a difference in our communities. 

 

I would close with this thought by C. S. Lewis (“The Efficacy of Prayer”): "Prayer is either a sheer 

illusion or a personal contact between embryonic, incomplete persons (ourselves) and the utterly 

concrete Person. Prayer in the sense of petition, asking for things, is a small part of it; confession 

and penitence are its threshold, adoration its sanctuary, the presence and vision and enjoyment of 

God its bread and wine. In it God shows Himself to us." 

 

In Christ’s mighty grace, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

Next Clergy Team Meeting:  9:30am 

Tuesday, February 21st at Riverside Retreat in LaBelle 

Register online at www.flumc.org 
 

This is a MANDATORY meeting for all full time clergy. 

All part time clergy are encouraged to attend. 

 

Both full time and part time clergy must register online to let us know if you will be attending.  

Please contact Sandy at the District Office with any questions. 

 

Mandatory Inclusivity Training for all Full-Time Clergy 

A letter of invitation was mailed from the Bishop's office with details regarding the mandated inclusivity 

training that all full-time clergy will need to attend in 2012. Some details related to the exact locations of 

these training events are still being finalized at the Conference Center. However, we wanted to let you 

know the dates and regions that are being targeted for this training so you can get one of the training 

sessions on your calendar now. You will be able to use CE or RA funds for the cost and it will count for 

your continuing education requirements for 2012.  Also, Conference CE funds may also be available 

depending on whether or not you have used those funds recently. 

 

Here are the dates and regions that are set at this point: 

February 27-29:  Gainesville Hotel & Conference Center [Click Here] for registration. 

7417 West Newberry Road, Gainesville, FL 32605 (352) 332-7500 

September 27-29  (Fort Lauderdale/Pompano area) 

October 8-10  (Daytona area) 

October 15-17: First UMC of Brandon, 120 North Knights Avenue, Brandon, FL 33510 

  

Every full-time clergy must attend one of these events, so please put one of these session dates on your 

calendar now and protect it. 

http://www.flumc.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ovscv9bab&et=1109148512841&s=0&e=001IzjcreDdkxojxNodvpHn0dXyl9ar13_2C1lUjrURrRFyobWpcp6q9Z6SoM2P_8gfpoMLfEuaEUHzoDHjj8mhGV6X3ZIdWQhyjKPxZX3FHFOYYK7eyNbhMnyrJ5gGespX


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
CALENDAR OF REPORTS DUE for 2012 

is now on the Conference website!! 
Scroll to the bottom of the Conference website (www.flumc.org) and select 

“2012 Reports Due” under „FORMS & REPORTS”. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES 

According to the records in the archives, the following churches in the South West District are 
celebrating significant anniversaries this year and will be recognized at annual conference: 
 
150th First, Punta Gorda 

Trinity, Arcadia 
 

100th  First, Sebring 
 
50th Christ, Lehigh Acres 

Christ Community, Punta Gorda 
First, Cape Coral 
Luz y Vida, Zolfo Springs 
Trinity, North Port 
 

If other churches should be included, please notify Nell Thrift at Thriftmail@aol.com or 863-688-9276. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

2 CLASSES BEING OFFERED 
 

THE BASIC COURSE – This course is the foundation for all Learning & Leading series for Lay Servants. In this NEW 

basic course you are encouraged to recognize and employ personal spiritual gifts for the church as God fully intended. It 

offers guidelines for a church servant/leader and outlines a number of ministries in which you as Lay Servants may 

assume roles. Cost of this class is $25.00, due on first day of class. 

 

FROM YOUR HEART TO THEIRS: DELIVERING AN EFFECTIVE SERMON - The goal of this course is to help 

you hone your preaching skills. You will move beyond the basics of public speaking and address the foundations 

necessary for preparing an engaging sermon. The 5 parts of this helpful experimental guide include: Types of sermons, 

from exegetial to topical to children’s sermons; finding the story and using the hymnal; reading the Bible aloud; 

communication paper and moving beyond the paper; and presentation and practice. Cost of this class is $10.00, due on 

first day of class. 

 

Classes are at 3:00pm on consecutive Sundays: February 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, and March 4th. 

You must attend all 5 sessions in order to receive credit. 

 

Please contact Terry and Doris Hixson for registration information at 941-235-3556 or orindad@comcast.net. 

Address 

Christ UMC  

1475 Center Road, Venice,FL 34292  

http://www.flumc.org/
mailto:Thriftmail@aol.com
mailto:orindad@comcast.net


Directions 

From I-75, take the Jacaranda Blvd. (exit 193). Turn right on Jacaranda toward town. Continue on Jacaranda to Center 

Road. Go Left/East on Center Road. We are less than 2 miles down on the left side. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
SW District youth leaders will meet in the central section in Charlotte County on February 6, noon, at Jason’s 
Deli in Port Charlotte.  The southern section will meet at First UMC-Naples on February 23 at noon.  We will 
then carpool or caravan to Skyline Chili for lunch.  Remember, it doesn’t matter where in the district you are, 
you are welcome to come fellowship with other UMC youth leaders at ANY of our get togethers. 
 
The “Life Happens” SW District Youth Lock-in is on March 10-11 at First UMC-Naples.  Registration begins at 10 
am.  We currently are expecting over 60 middle and high schoolers to attend.  High School aged youth can 
earn 2-3 hours of community service hours for the service project.  The cost for the lock-in is $20 (youth and 
adults) to cover food and the worship band’s expenses.  We are also asking each group to bring a case of 
bottled water and a case of some other beverage.  Contact me with any questions or for a packing list. 
 
Martha Pierce at Riverside Retreat has offered to host a meeting for all SW District youth leaders for our April 
meeting.  This will be Monday, April 2 from 11:30-1:30.  They will provide lunch, a tour of the camp, and info 
on the summer camp programs at Riverside.  This will be in place of the youth leader’s section meetings for 
that month.  Mark your calendars now. 
 
Contact info:  Mike Edwards, FLUMC SW District Youth Coordinator 
Director of Youth, Children, and Family Ministries at Christ United Methodist Church, Lehigh Acres, FL. 33936 - 
239-369-1433 or youth@christumclehigh.org 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

February 18, 2012:  Crossroad UMC in Sarasota will be hosting Sun City Chamber Players – Our Sarasota 
Debut Concert “The Masters”.  Featuring Special Guest Violin Soloist Michael Jorgensen from Cincinnati, OH.  
Tickets are $5 at the door.  Concert starts at 3:00pm.  Crossroads is located at 4726 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Sarasota, FL 34234. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

12TH ANNUAL FL 5 DAY ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
Sunday, March 11- Friday, March 16 at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park 
The Academy for Spiritual Formation is... 

 A time to fill the deep spiritual hunger that characterizes many lives; 
 An opportunity for intentional spiritual growth in a disciplined, accepting community; 

mailto:youth@christumclehigh.org


 A place where community silence enhances personal prayer and reflection; 
 A time of spiritual renewal and discovery through academic presentation, personal reflections, and community 

sharing; 
 A sharing of spiritual growth in covenant groups; 
 A time for healing to continue; 
 For both clergy and laity. 

Our faculty is Dr. Roberta Bondi from Candler School of Theology and Dr. William Thiele, founder of The School of 
Contemplative Living, New Orleans. Our theme is Come to the Water. 
Registration will be Sunday, March 11, 2012 from 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Orientation and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
The week will conclude on Friday following the Eucharist at noon, with lunch. For complete information and a brochure 
about this event click here. 
 

Center for Health’s Clergy Health Research Survey 
In support of the Church Systems Task Force request for better accountability and monitoring of clergy health, the 
Center for Health will conduct its annual clergy health research survey in February. 
 
A sample of 5,000 active clergy will receive an invitation to participate in the brief (10-15 minute) online survey to help 
understand and monitor clergy health needs across the denomination. Clergy in your conference may receive the 
survey.   The resulting data will be used to monitor trends and needs as well as to develop programs and services to 
assist UMC clergy in leading healthier lives, supporting mission and ministry. 
 
Confidentiality Assured 
Participation is voluntary and the opinions and information shared will be kept confidential. The survey is solely for 
research purposes and will not replace any other health questionnaire or risk assessment from health plan or 
conference providers. 
 
Click here to read the letter mailed from General Secretary Barbara Boigegrain to the survey sample. 
Questions should be directed to Anne Borish, Research and Information Manager, at aborish@gbophb.org or 1-847-866-
4566.  Thank you for your support of this effort. 
 
 

2012 Florida Fellowship Church Music Workshop 
The Florida Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts is pleased to announce that our 
56th Annual Church Music Workshop will be held from Sunday afternoon, July 15th through Friday noontime, July 20th, 
2012, at Florida Southern College in Lakeland.  Anyone involved in church music or worship planning, both traditional 
and contemporary, adults or youth, are invited to join us.  This year’s theme, “Celebrating Our Journey:  The Seasons of 
Faith,” is based on Ecclesiastes 3:1-11.  Clinicians for the workshop will be Adult Choral Clinician Ken Berg, composer and 
co-director of the Birmingham (AL) Boys Choir; Youth Clinician Andrew Minear, Director of Choral Activities at Dr. Phillips 
HS in Orlando; Handbell Clinician Sharon Brant, organist/music director at St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Dade City; and 
Workshop Pastor, Dr. Kandace Brooks, Director of Community Formation and Affiliate Professor of Worship at Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Orlando.  Also included during this year's workshop will be a Pastor's Retreat and Worship & 
Song Event on Wednesday, July 18th. 
 
Our Annual Church Music Workshop is for adults and youth (College, High School and Middle School) and has a variety 
of seminars to meet everyone’s music ministry needs.  We invite you to take this opportunity to connect with other 
church musicians and worship leaders and be renewed.  For more information and for registration information, please 
visit our website at:  www.floridafellowship.org or contact Joan FitzGerald, Workshop Chairperson, at 
joan.fitzgerald@verizon.net or Registrar Dan Shorb at info@floridafellowship.org. 
 

Grant from Alice W. Lockmiller Christian Education Program 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CBHKFEHBIBOGFGPGGIHGJKHJJKPCIGEJJOFMHHLAJJMDNMIACMPNFCFKIB
https://extranet.gbophb.org/express/ob/20120123/CFH_Survey_Participation_GSrev1_19.pdf
mailto:aborish@gbophb.org?subject=Clergy%20Health%20Survey
http://www.floridafellowship.org/
mailto:joan.fitzgerald@verizon.net
mailto:info@floridafellowship.org


Alice W. Lockmiller, through a charitable trust managed by the Foundation of the Florida Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, created a Christian Education Program. The Coalition for Advocacy and Ministries with Children (The 
Children’s Coalition) of the Florida Conference oversees the Lockmiller Grant with the following purpose: 

Help United Methodist churches and its agencies reach out into the community to meet the needs of 
children and youth and their families in economic and/or social distress. 

 
The Children’s Coalition oversees the receiving of grant applications and determination of awards. It is also the 
representative body that connects the Florida Conference and its churches to the Florida Partnership To End Childhood 
Hunger (PTECH). PTECH is in its fifth year of implementation of its 10 Point Plan to End Childhood Hunger in Florida with 
the goal of surrounding children with healthy food choices where they live, learn, play, and pray. For information on 
Florida Impact, its Partners and Core Advisory Group, see http://flimpact.org/partnership/index.html.  Here is the link to 
the 10 Point Plan http://www.flimpact.org/partnership/actionplans.html. 
 
The Children’s Coalition has set the following emphases as priorities for Lockmiller funding for 2012 based on its 
commitment to the Partnership’s 10 Point Plan. All programs that are successfully awarded grants should seek to do one 
of the following or offer a compelling case for other areas of ministry: 

a) Hunger reduction 
b) Educational enrichment 
c) Parenting skills education 
d) Physical recreation 

 
The Lockmiller Grant is offered as a supplemental grant – typically from $500-2000. Churches are asked to develop a 
sustainable ministry plan with Lockmiller monies representing only a part of the funding necessary. In addition, 
Lockmiller does not take the place of local church support. Grants requesting all needed funding from Lockmiller will be 
denied. In addition, follow-up support and site visits are a part of the Lockmiller grant process. 
Churches that have previously received a Lockmiller Grant may re-apply although priority will be given to first and 
second time applicants. Churches that have received a grant before must either show goals for increasing their current 
ministry in specific ways or by adding new components to their ministry. The Lockmiller Grant cannot be a source for 
ongoing support – even from exceedingly worthy ministries. 
 
Please note that being concise and specific increases your chance of being awarded the grant. While churches may be 
engaged in a number of outreach ministries of which they are appropriately proud, please focus on the area of ministry 
you are requesting the grant. It is also helpful to those reading the grants that they be easily understood and read.  
Please write legibly –preferably typed. We also encourage you to go on-line where you can find many website tutorials 
that assist and give tips in grant writing. 
 
While many churches are in low-income areas, meeting the needs of church members is not the purpose of the 
Lockmiller grant. Its purpose is to help churches reach out into the community to meet the needs of children and youth 
who are not presently in the church. 
  
The deadline for submission of the application is March 11th, and announcement of awards will be made by April 15th. 
To apply, please send application to Tammy Fisher, Project Coordinator for the Justice and Outreach Ministries for the 
Florida Conference at tfisher@flumc.org. 
 
 

Georgia Florida United Methodist Federal Credit Union Is Again Offering Scholarships 
The Georgia Florida United Methodist Federal Credit Union will award four $1,000 college scholarships again this year. 
There will be a winning recipient from the Florida, North Georgia, South Georgia, and the Alabama-West Florida Annual 
Conferences. To apply you must be between the ages of 17- 24 and attend church in one of the conferences and be a 
member of the Credit Union. Complete the form on our website, attach your required essay (see questions at the end of 
application) and mail to the GFUMFCU, P.O. Box 6448, Marietta, GA 30065-0448. Website – 
www.unitedmethodistcu.com  DEADLINE IS APRIL 30TH, 2012. 

http://flimpact.org/partnership/index.html
http://www.flimpact.org/partnership/actionplans.html
mailto:tfisher@flumc.org
http://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Don’t forget to go to flumc.org for your invoicing on health 

insurance, pension, workman’s compensation and 
property/casualty every month.  Look at the bottom right of the 

site that says: BILLING INFORMATION Monthly Reports 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 FREE CURRICULUM: Grace United Methodist at 400 E Field Ave in Venice is having FREE CURRICULUM DAY! 
Come anytime between 8-10am, TOMORROW, February 4th (Saturday) to grab any curriculum that your heart 
desires! There is year round Sunday school, various themes, and VBS. Also join us for our Pancake breakfast. 

  

 Visitation Pastor Needed: Venice - Nokomis UMC is looking for a retired pastor to fill a part-time position for 
visitation/shut-in.  For further information please call the church office (941)488-4137 and ask for Beverly.  
 

 Sound Technician Needed: Englewood UMC is seeking a Sound Technician to fill the new position of A/V 
Leader.  This position will be involved with 3 Sunday morning worship services and other occasional services.  
For more information or for an application call Dick Ringfelt at 941-474-5588. 
 

 Music Director Opening:  Gulf Cove UMC Port Charlotte has an opening for a part-time traditional music 
director. The position is for 20 hours per week, including two choirs (8:00 and 9:30 on Sunday mornings), 
handbells, and childrens’ choir. Salary is $10-12,000, commensurate with experience. Please contact Rev. Bill 
Fisackerly at gcpastor@centurylink.net for more information. 

 
 

Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Feb 9 – Congregational Excellence Committee Meeting. Location: Cleveland UMC, Punta Gorda 
Feb 10 – Year End Stats Deadline 
Feb 20 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Presidents Day 
Feb 21 – Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Riverside Retreat, LaBelle FL 
Feb 28 – New Church Development Committee Meeting. Location: Nuevo Pacto, Sebring 
Mar 22 – SW District dCOM Meeting. Location: First-Punta Gorda 
May 24 – SW District dCOM Meeting. Location: First-Punta Gorda 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

mailto:gcpastor@centurylink.net
http://www.flumc.org/

